
Out in Schools and Scotiabank stand up to bullying in BC High Schools 
Scotiabank supports $10,000 fundraising goal for Out in Schools’ rural initiative program 

VANCOUVER (April 5, 2014) - Scotiabank is hosting a fundraising raffle to raise money for Out in Schools 
anti-bullying presentations targeting high school students throughout BC.  Scotiabank will be matching 
raffle ticket sales with the goal of raising $10,000. Funds raised will go towards a rural initiative planned 
by Out in Schools. They will spend two weeks traveling to 100 Mile House, Williams Lake, and Prince 
George to present anti-bullying workshops in those communities.  
 
Out in Schools is a program of Out On Screen which has been in existence for over 25 years. Out in 
Schools was created in 2004, to raise awareness about bullying towards LGBTQ youth. A 2011 poll, 
commissioned by Egale Canada shows that 70% of Canadian students feel that LGBTQ youth do not feel 
safe in their school due to bullying, violence, and homophobic slurs.1 To date, Out in Schools has 
reached over 50,000 high school students through facilitated presentations. During the presentations, 
Out On Screen’s independent films are shown to initiate discussions around bullying, homophobia and 
negative stereotypes.   
 
“Thanks to Scotiabank’s generosity, we will be able to carry out this great initiative to try and end 
bullying in high schools in all corners of the province.” Says Jen Sung, Out In Schools Program 
Coordinator. “Through our efforts, we will work towards providing an anti-bullying, homophobia-free, 
and all around safer environment for students in rural BC.” 
 
Wayland Chow, Scotiabank Coal Harbour Branch Manager states "Scotiabank is committed to 
supporting the communities where we live and work. We are thrilled to partner with Out in Schools on 
this fantastic and relevant program.”  
 
Through the support of Scotiabank, one lucky participant in BC has a chance to win $1,000, while 
supporting Out in Schools/anti-bullying programs in the province.  The raffle gives each person that 
enters a 1 in 500 chance of winning the cash prize courtesy of Scotiabank. Entrants must be 19 or older 
and residents of BC. The raffle ends on April 26th. The winner will be announced on April 29th at the 
Scotiabank Branch in Coal Harbour. To purchase raffle tickets, hopefuls can go to 
www.outonscreen.com/raffle to purchase online, or go to Scotabank’s Coal Harbour Branch to buy on 
location.  
 
About Out in Schools 
Out in Schools has been combating homophobia and bullying in BC high schools since 2004, earning 
praise from parents, educators, school administrators and students. To date, the program has delivered 
hundreds of engaging film-based presentations in BC high schools, reaching more than 50,000 students. 
 
About Scotiabank 
Scotiabank is a leading financial services provider in over 55 countries and Canada's most international 
bank. Through Bright Future, our global philanthropic program, Scotiabank and its employees support 
causes at a grassroots level across six pillars: health, education, social services, arts and culture, 
environment and sports. Recognized as a leader for our charitable donations and philanthropic 
activities, Scotiabank has contributed on average some $50 million annually over the last five years to 
community causes around the world. Visit us at www.scotiabank.com. 
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 http://egale.ca/wp-content/uploads/Egale%20Publications/Every%20Class%20In%20Every%20School.pdf 



 
About Out On Screen  
The Vancouver Out On Screen Film and Video Society is a non-profit organization that produces the 
Vancouver Queer Film Festival and the award-winning Out in Schools anti-bullying program. Founded in 
1989, Out On Screen now produces Western Canada’s largest queer arts festival, and operates year-
round programming to celebrate and advance queer communities through cultural expression. Online at 
OutOnScreen.com, Facebook and Twitter.  
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